[A socioepidemiological survey of the oral health status and needs for dental care among elderly population in China].
The purpose of this surrey is to study the prevalence of dental disease and the needs of dental treatment, so as to develop effective programs in improving dental care in the elderly, 475 residents are selected by means of a systematic stratified sampling procedure. The aged people have poor dental health knowledge and habits. Major problems for getting their dental care include: 1. difficult to get registration; 2. long time waiting before seeing a dentist; 3. the actual needs for dental treatment are more than what expected by the elderly themselves. The study reveals that many problems are existed in terms of oral health status and dental care among the elderly, which calls for more attention.